
August 28, 2018 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to second grade and the 2018-19 school year. I am really looking forward to 

getting to know you and your child throughout the year. I wanted to write this brief letter to 

give you some information about your child’s classroom that should make the transition to 

second grade much smoother. 

Please take the time to sign up for e-alerts for my (Mr. O’Connell) second grade class. 

Directions on how to sign up for e-alerts can be found on the right hand side of the district 

website under “Site Shortcuts.” I encourage everyone to sign up for e-alerts because I use it 

almost every single day to inform parents about homework, important notices coming home, 

and possible challenges you may encounter with specific assignments. Similarly, I also 

encourage anyone with questions, concerns, or dismissal changes to contact me via email. I 

check this constantly and it is the quickest and easiest way to get in touch with me. 

Reader’s workshop is something many of you are probably familiar with from first 

grade. In second grade, we continue right where your child left off. One of the most important 

aspects of Reader’s Workshop is choosing “just right” books (on-level books of high interest). In 

order to make sure that the students are choosing books that they are truly interested in, I 

encourage them to visit the public library and bring books in from home often. I have many 

books in my classroom library but not nearly enough to match every student’s interest. In order 

to avoid weekly trips to the public library I suggest borrowing seven to ten books at a time. You 

will be surprised how fast the students will go through the books, especially as their reading 

skills improve. 

In Writer’s Workshop the students will be receiving a google account. Since we will be 

using the laptops to type all of our stories this gives the students a tremendous opportunity to 

improve their keyboarding and general computer skills. This will be critical in the coming years. 

One of the biggest advantages of the google account is that students can continue to work on 

their writing pieces at home if they choose. From past experience, I can tell you that many 

students get excited about their writing pieces and frequently ask to work on them at home. 

Simply sign in using their google account on your home computer and your child can pick up 

right where they left off in class. They can even start new stories at home and continue them at 

school! 

Hopefully, this information will help to make things easier during this hectic part of the 

school year. I look forward to meeting all of you at Back to School Night on September 20th (if 
not sooner)!  

Sincerely, 

Tim O’Connell  


